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The
Francis X. Pendl
Nassau County
Firefighters
Museum &
Education Center 

Grand Opening
Celebration

June 4, 2006

Our Mission
The Nassau County Firefighters Museum and Education 

Center provides a unique setting for the preservation 

and interpretation of our local volunteer fire services 

heritage via the collection, restoration, and exhibition of 

historic and contemporary firematic memorabilia and 

equipment. The visitor experience at the Center 

increases public appreciation and awareness of the fire 

services in Nassau County and stimulates volunteer 

recruitment in local departments. A major goal of the 

Center is to educate and inform the public about fire 

safety and prevention and to display the proud history 

of volunteer firefighting in Nassau County.

A special thank you to our 
Grand Opening Sponsors

& Our Generous Sponsors
Nassau County’s Seventy-One (71) Fire Departments

North Fork Bank Foundation

ESIP - Emergency Service Insurance Programs

Winthrop University Hospital

Peter J. Haller Family Foundation

Sixth Battalion Commissioners Association

Island Occupational Medical Resources

SCC Construction Management

RFP - Reliable Fire Protection

Estée Lauder

Slomin’s Inc.

Crest Hollow Country Club

Long Island Power Authority

Commerce Bank

Liberty Mutual Insurance

The Pendl Family

Home Depot

Art Flower & Gift Shoppe

Crest Hollow Country Club

VFIS

We would also like to acknowledge Steve Haller of Minuteman Press 
Printing - Levittown for his friendship and professional assistance in the 

creation of this outstanding facility.
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“A l l  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e r v e  

t h e i r  f e l l o w  m a n . . .  h a v e  a  m o m e n t  t h a t  w i l l  

l a s t  a  l i f e t i m e.  We,  t h e  f i r s t  r e s p o n d e r s ,  a r e  

t h e  f o r t u n a t e  o n e s .”

Honorable Kevan Abrahams
Honorable Roger Corbin

Honorable John Ciotti
Honorable Denise Ford

Honorable Joseph Scannell
Honorable Francis X. Becker, Jr.

Honorable Jeffrey Toback
Honorable Vincent Muscarella

Honorable Richard Nicolello
Honorable Lisanne Altman

Honorable Craig Johnson
Honorable Peter J. Schmitt

Honorable Norma Gonsalves
Honorable David Mejias

Honorable Dennis Dunne, Sr.
Honorable Judith Jacobs

Honorable Edward Mangano
Honorable Diane Yatauro

Honorable David Denenberg

Honorable Michael Balboni
Honorable Charles Fuschillo

Honorable Kemp Hannon

Honorable Carl Marcellino
Honorable Dean Skelos

Honorable Thomas Alfano
Honorable Bob Barra

Honorable Thomas DiNapoli
Honorable Earlene Hooper

Honorable Charles D. Lavine

Honorable Dave McDonough
Honorable Thomas McKevitt
Honorable Joseph Saladino

Honorable Robert Walker
Honorable Harvey Weisenberg

Hempstead Town Supervisor Honorable Kate Murray

North Hempstead Town Supervisor Honorable Jon Kaiman

Oyster Bay Town Supervisor Honorable John Venditto

City of Glen Cove Mayor Honorable Ralph Suozzi

City of Long Beach Manager Honorable Charles Theofan

With special thanks to...
Nassau County Executive Honorable Thomas R. Suozzi

NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY

NEW YORK STATE SENATE

NASSAU COUNTY LEGISLATORS

Nassau County Comptroller Honorable Howard Weitzman

Nassau County Clerk Honorable Maureen O’Connell

Chairman, Board of Assessors Honorable Harvey B. Levinson

Member, US Congress Honorable Peter T. King
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Mrs. Mary Jane Pendl
Thank you for having been a witness to the Francis X. Pendl 
philosophy of life. LOVE...

His love of family, friends, the Fire Service, country and the 
very important undertaking... preserving the history of fire-
fighting.

Public safety and the education necessary for both young and 
old, became paramount to him. Through LOVE he was able to 
move ahead. His twelve children and their wonderful spouses, 
his grandchildren  and I are so indebted to all who made this 
day possible.

A MESSAGE FROM Ground Breaking Ceremony at Museum site - August 2005

Museum under construction - January 2006

Pushing equipment inside - April 2006
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Angelo Catalano
Today is a very special day for the Nassau County Fire Service. This 
museum is a labor of love that we have been working on for the 
past twelve years. Our goals were simple: we wanted to preserve 
the traditions of the volunteer fire service of Nassau County while 
creating an education center for all the residents of the County. 
Today all of our dreams have come true. No words can describe 
the work that went into this endeavor, and this is why we invited 
you to take part in the grand opening. We want you to see for 
yourself what seventy-one fire departments can do when we all 
work together. 

The entire fire service and I owe a sincere thank you to our County 
Executive, Thomas Souzzi and State Senator Charles Fuschillo for 
believing in our mission and helping us achieve our goals.

Frank, the Dream has come true.

Angelo Catalano
Chair, Board of Directors

WELCOME FROM

A special thanks to the Grand Opening committee who worked so hard 
to make today possible

Kevin McElynn, Chair

Alex Abel
Bob Bettes
Rich Bivone
Jane Black
Ed DiMonda
Dan Fisher

Tom Fitzsimons
Steve Klein
Rob Leonard
Ray Maguire
Michael Ornauer
Mary Jane Pendl

Tom Pendl
Alana Peterson
Ed Rahilly
Frank Saracino
Lee Tucholski
George Warner

Craig Yanantuono
Paul Yanantuono
Tom Yanantuono

Fire Museum at the Fire Service Academy - July 1988

Banner Raising at Museum site - June 1999

Work Detail inside the Museum 
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Paul Annunziato, CFM
Merrill Lynch

Richard Bivone
RMB Drafting Services, Nassau County 
Chamber of Commerce

Kyle Brengel
Gentile, Pismeny & Brengel

Christopher Brown
Mid Island Medical Supply

John Carbone
North Bellmore Fire Department

Angelo Catalano
Museum Board Chairman

Lance D. Clarke, Esq.
Cooke & Clarke

Hon. Chris J. Coschignano
Town of Oyster Bay Councilman

Craig DeBaun
Camp DeBaun

Dr. Robert Dillon
East Meadow School District

Steven J. Eisman, Esq.
Abrams, Fensterman, Fensterman, 
Flowers, Greenberg and Eisman, L.L.P.

Joseph Frank, Esq.
Sapienza & Frank

Thomas Gallagher
Century 21 American Homes

Jorge L. Gardyn, M.D., F.A.C.P
Island Occupational Medical 
Resources, P.C.

Anthony S. Guardino, Esq.
Farrell Fritz, P.C.

Kevin Hecker
Slomin’s, Inc.

Steven G. Leventhal, Esq.
Steven G. Leventhal, P.C.

William M. Mason, Esq.
Mason & Mason

Dave McAndrews, Esq.
McAndrews and Christiansen, L.L.P.

Robert McBride
Park Strategies, LLC

Jim D. Richards
Town of Hempstead

Jill T. Sandhaas, Esq.
Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz, Edelman & 
Dicker, LLP

Edward Smits
Nassau County Historian

Honorary Members

Hon. David Denenberg
Nassau County Legislator

Hon. Thomas P. DiNapoli
New York State Assemblyman

Chief Edward C. DiMonda, Sr.
Fire Service

Hon. Charles J. Fuschillo, Jr.
New York State Senator

Hon. Gary Hudes
Town of Hempstead Councilman

Raymond F. Maguire
Fire Service

Kevin McElynn
Fire Service

Mary Jane Pendl

Edwin J. Rahilly, Jr.
Fire Service

Father Kevin Smith
Chaplain, Nassau County Fire Service

Michael Gilroy
Nassau County Vocational Education 
and Exension Board

Alan Walthers
Fire Service

John Wolffe
Nassau County Vocational Education 
and Exension Board

Board of Directors

State and County
Past Nassau County Executive 
          Thomas Gulotta
Nassau County Executive 
          Thomas Suozzi
NY State Senator Charles Fuschillo
NY State Senator Michael Balboni
NY State Senator Kemp Hannon
Nassau County Attorney Rob Tepper
Nassau County Park Department, 
          Peter Gerbasi
Nassau County Legislator 
          David Denenberg
Nassau County Historian Ed Smits
Nassau County Commissioner of 
          Museums, Tracy Kay

Start Up Committee
North Bellmore Board of 
          Fire Commissioners
Kyle Brengel
William Breslin
John Carbone
Glen Carpentier
Kenneth Cynar
Ed DiMonda
Steve Eisman, Esq.
Joseph Frank, Esq.
Mike Gilroy
Timothy Green
Steve Haller
Hon. Gary Hudes
Joey Kola
Ray Maguire
Clifford Mathewson
Lisa Messner
Hon. Gregory Peterson
Rick Pike
Ed Rahilly
Thomas Rahilly
Charles Razenson
Frank Relf
Jim D. Richards
Russell Rinchiuso
Scott Rockwin
William Ruggiero
Marcelle Schermerhorn
Steve Schuman
Victor Sparaccio
Greg Turrell
Jo Ann Unger

Lewis Unger
Alan Walther
Ken Weprin
Steve Wink
John Wolffe

Fire Com
Pete Meade

Fire Marshal’s Office
Dave Bartow
Vinny McManus
Steve Wink

Restoration Committee
Alex Abel
Hon. James Darcy
Joseph Domiano
John Fabian
Harold Herman
Stuart Lottin
Steve Nacincil
Leo Sarro
Kurt Steinert
Dave Velapoldi
Alan Walther

Fire Academy
John Brown
Denis Murphy
Tom Sheridan

EMS Academy
Frank Chester
Robert Musser

Special Thanks
Fred Blumlein, BAI Design 
          and his entire staff
Marie Catalano
Jeffrey Clark, Cablevision
Andrew Herrin, Cablevision
Cradle of Aviation and its entire staff
Daniel Fisher
Alana Peterson
Dr. Frank Saracino
SDI and its entire staff

Those who made it happen
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Albertson Fire Department

Baldwin Fire Department

Bayville Fire Department

Bellerose Fire Department

Bellerose Terrace Fire Department

Bellmore Fire Department

Bethpage Fire Department

Carle Place Fire Department

East Meadow Fire Department

East Norwich Fire Department

East Rockaway Fire Department

East Williston Fire Department

Elmont Fire Department

Farmingdale Fire Department

Floral Park Centre Fire Department

Floral Park Fire Department

Franklin Square & Munson 

          Fire Department

Freeport Fire Department

Garden City Fire Department

Garden City Park Fire Department

Glen Cove Fire Department

Glenwood Fire Department

Great Neck Alert Fire Department

Great Neck Vigilant Fire Department

Hempstead Fire Department

Hewlett Fire Department

Hicksville Fire Department

Inwood Fire Department

Island Park Fire Department

Jericho Fire Department

Lakeview Fire Department

Lawrence-Cedarhurst Fire Department

Levittown Fire Department

Locust Valley Fire Department

Long Beach Fire Department

Lynbrook Fire Department

Malverne Fire Department

Manhasset-Lakeville Fire Department

Massapequa Fire Department

Meadowmere Park Fire Department

Merrick Fire Department

Mineola Fire Department

New Hyde Park Fire Department

North Bellmore Fire Department

North Massapequa Fire Department

North Merrick Fire Department

Oceanside Fire Department

Oyster Bay Atlantic Steamer 

          Fire Company

Oyster Bay Fire Department

Plainview Fire Department

Plandome Fire Department

Point Lookout-Lido Fire Department

Port Washington Fire Department

Rockville Centre Fire Department

Roosevelt Fire Department

Roslyn Highlands H&L E&H Company Inc.

Roslyn Rescue H&L Company No. 1

Sea Cliff Fire Department

Seaford Fire Department

South Farmingdale Fire Department

South Floral Park Fire Department

South Hempstead Fire Department

Stewart Manor Fire Department

Syosset Fire Department

Uniondale Fire Department

Valley Stream Fire Department

Wantagh Fire Department

West Hempstead Fire Department

Westbury Fire Department

Williston Park Fire Department

Woodmere Fire Department

Mineola Volunteer Ambulance Corps

Nassau County Fire 
Departments

Schedule of Events
10:00 AM - Doors open for a sneak preview of the Museum

11:00 AM - Parade

12:00 PM - Grand Opening Ceremonies and Ribbon Cutting

Welcome

Michael Ornauer, Master of Ceremonies

Salute to the Flag

Kevin McElynn, Chair - Grand Opening Committee

National Anthem

Kevin Covais, American Idol Contestant

Invocation

Father Kevin Smith

Chair’s Welcome

Angelo Catalano, Chair - Board of Directors

History of the Museum

Mary Jane Pendl

Introduction of Dignitaries

Michael Ornauer

God Bless America

Nikki Blonsky, Junior Firefighter

Honorary Speakers

Peter T. King, Member, US Congress

Charles J. Fuschillo Jr., New York State Senate

Thomas R. Suozzi, Nassau County Executive

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Angelo Catalano

Benediction

Nassau County Chaplain

Closing Remarks

Michael Ornauer

Thank you for supporting the 

Francis X. Pendl Nassau County Firefighters Museum & Education Center

Dr. Frank Saracino

Executive Director

Alana Peterson

Deputy Director

ADMINISTRATION

Program
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